The 'Oral Poster' sessions offered a novel AVS presentation format, specifically aimed to encourage and develop students and early career researchers (ECRs) in conference presentations. These sessions were exciting, high tension and held at the end of each of the full conference days. The condensed talks were strictly limited to six slides delivered within six minutes. These lively sessions proved to be both popular and well received.
Hunter Valley Resort in Lovedale. All conference facilities were onsite, set amongst the accommodation, enabling continuous networking opportunities throughout the conference duration.
The AVS conference was attended by 215 delegates with students comprising 32% of attendees. The ACH2 conference had 112 registered attendees and 43 researchers went to both conferences. The 'Oral Poster' sessions offered a novel AVS presentation format, specifically aimed to encourage and develop students and early career researchers (ECRs) in conference presentations. These sessions were exciting, high tension and held at the end of each of the full conference days. The condensed talks were strictly limited to six slides delivered within six minutes. These lively sessions proved to be both popular and well received.
The AVS meeting also offered a 'Meet the Professors' lunch event, where delegates, particularly students and ECRs, could meet the keynote speakers in a relaxed setting. This popular event was organised by Dr Sacha Stelzer-Braid, POWH and ran for an hour and a half in a small group situation, to promote dialogue between ECRs and experts, encouraging questions and insights into their career experience. This enlightening and intimate lunch allowed a unique opportunity for ECRs to benefit from expert mentorship and make connections with leaders in their chosen field.
The meeting concluded with an outstanding joint conference dinner at the spectacular Hope Estate Vineyard. The evening commenced with a networking session over canapés, followed by a formal dinner, prize giving, speeches and dancing, with live music from the pianist and singer Dan Beazley. This event enabled further networking in a more relaxed setting and was graced by a spectacular lightning storm, providing an excellent visual backdrop to the event, over the wine yards.
Overall, the 8th AVS Meeting was rated as 'excellent' by the vast majority in feedback surveys, confirming the event's success. Special thanks go out to the Local Organising Committee, members from the AVS Committee, also Maree Overall and Kara Taglieri from ASN and finally Tony Cunningham and Denise Brown (ACH2) for assistance in ensuring this event was a success.
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